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(APPENDIX B) STATUTE OF WESTMINSTER, 1931. 
Imperial Act 22-23 George V , Chapter 4 . 
An Act to give effect to certain resolutions passed 
by Imperial Conferences held in the years 1926 
and 1930. 
[11th December, I9JI.] 
WHEREAS the delegates of His l\lajesty's Governments in the United Kingdom, the Dominion of Canada, the 
Commonwealth of Australia, the Dominion of New Zealand, 
the Union of South Africa, the Irish Free State and New-
foundland, at Imperial Conferences holden at \Vestminster in 
the years of our Lord nineteen hundred and twenty-six and 
nineteen hundred and thirty did concur in making the declara-
tions and resolutions set forth in the Reports of the said 
Conferences: 
And \Yhereas it is meet and proper to set out by way of 
preamble to this Act that, inasmuch as the Crown is the symbol 
of the free association of the members of the British Common-
wealth of Nations, and as they are united by a common allegi-
ance to the Crown, it would be in accord with the established 
constitutional position of all the members of the Commonwealth 
in relation to one another that any alteration in the law touching 
the Succession to the Throne or the Royal Style and Titles shall 
hereafter require the assent as well of the Parliaments of all 
the Dominions as of the Parliament of the United Kingdom: 
And whereas it is in accord with the established constitu-
tional position that no law hereafter made by the Parliament of 
the United Kingdom shall extend to any of the said Dominions 
as part of the law of that Dominion otherwise than at the 
request and with the consent of that Dominion: 
And whereas it is necessary for the ratifying, confirming and 
establishing of certain of the said declarations and resolutions 
of the said Conferences that a law be made and enacted in due 
form by authority of the Parliament of the United Kingdom: 
And whereas the Dominion of Canada, the Commonwealth 
of Australia, the Dominion of New Zealand, the Union of 
South Africa, the Irish Free State and Newfoundland have 
severally requested and consented to the submission of a 
measure to the Parliament of the United Kingdom for making 
such provision with regard to the matters aforesaid as is here-
after in this Act contained: 
XCI 
xcii 
Meaning of 
''Dominion" 
In this Act. 
Validity of 
laws made 
by Parlia-
ment of a 
nominion. 
28 and 29 
VIet., c. 63. 
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Now, therefore, be it enacted by the King's most Excellent 
1V1ajesty by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parlia-
ment assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows :-
1 . In this Act the expression "Dominion" means any of the 
following D ominions, that is to say, the Dominion of Canada, 
the Commonwealth of A ustralia, the Dominion of New Zea-
land, the U nion of South Africa. the Irish Free State and 
Newfoundland. 
2 .-(1) The Colonial Laws Validity Act, 1865, shall not 
apply to any law made a fter the commencement of this Act by 
the Parliament of a D ominion. 
(2) No law and no provision of any law made after the 
commencement of this Act by the Parliament of a Dominion 
shall be void or inoperative on the gTound that it is repugnant 
to the Jaw of England, or to the provisions of any existing or 
future Act of Parliament of the United Kingdom, or to any 
order, rule or regulation made under any such Act, and the 
powers of the Parliament of a D ominion shall include the 
power to repeal or amend any such Act, order, rule or regula-
tion in so far as the same is part of the law of the Dominion. 
Powe>r of 3 . It is hereby declared and enacted that the Parliament of 
Parliament D . · I f II k 1 h · · ot Dominion a onumon 1as u power to ma ·e aws avmg extra-tern-
to legislate .· I · 
e.."Xtrn-terri- to1 1a operatiOn. 
torlally. 
Parliament 4. No Act of Parliament of the United Kingdom passed 
o f United 
Kingdom after the commencement of this Act shall extend, or be deemed 
:'a0t~ t~o~egts- to extend, to a Dominion as part of the law of that Dominion, 
~xoc~~~~~~ unless it is expressly declared in that Act that that Dominion 
consent. has requested, and consented to, the enactment thereof. 
Power~ of 5. vVithout prejudice to the generality of the foregoing pro-
Domlnron . . f h' A . I d d d h' fi Parliaments VISIOIIS o t IS ct, sections seven 1un re an t 1rty- ve 
In relation d h d I d h' . ' Tl ~A' / SJ . . to merchant an seven un rec an t 1rty-s1X or I,(J 11'1 ere tant t1ppmg 
~~~~~~n'},"8 Act, I89.f, shall be construed as though reference therein to the 
V!t"t., c. so. Legislature of a British possession did not include reference to 
the Parliament of a Dominion. 
~ower7 of 6 . Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoi ng pro-P~~W~rri~nts visions of this Act, section four of The Colonial Courts of A d-
In relation · l I 8 ( 1 · 1 · · 1 b d to courts of 1111ra ty / ct, I 90 w 11c 1 reqmres certatn aws to e reserve 
~3d~~d'll~)~. for the signification of His Majesty's pleasure or to contain a 
VIet .. c . 27. suspending clause), and so much of section seven of that Act 
as requires the approval of His Majesty in Council to any rules 
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of Court for regulating the practice and procedure of a 
Colonial Court of Admiralty, shall cease to haYe effect in any 
Dominion as from the commencement of this Act. • 
7.-( 1) Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to apply to the Sayt_ng tor 
repeal, amendment or alteration of The Britislt North America ~~~::~h 
Acts, 1867 to 1930, or any order, rule or regulation made there- t~~r~~~ 
under application 
· ot the Ac t 
to Canada. 
(2) The provisions of section two of this Act shall extend 
to laws made by any of the Provinces of Canada and to the 
powers of the legislatures of such Provinces. 
( 3) The powers conferred by this Act upon the Parliament 
of Canada or upon the legislatures of the Provinces shall be 
rest ricted to the enactment of laws in relation to matters within 
the competence of the Parliament of Canada or of any of the 
legislatures of the Provinces respectively. 
8. 1'\othing in this Act shall be deemed to confer any power Saving f o r 
I I h C . . Tl C . . A f Constltullon to repea or a ter t e onstJtutJon or zc 01/Sitlutzon ct o Acts or 
the Commonwealth of ,\ustralia or The Constitutio11 Act o f the ;;~Jt~!~ 
Dominion of New Zealand otherwise than in accordance with Zealand. 
the 1:\"- existing before the commencement of this Act. 
9.-( I) ?\othing in this Act shall be deemed to authorize Saving with 
the Parliament of the Commonwealth of Australia to make laws s~!~~:~\?0 
· h' h 1 · f 1 S f A 1. Australia. on any matter w1t m t e aut 10nty o t 1e tates o ustra 1a. 
not being a matter within the authority of the Parliament or 
Government of the Commonwealth of Australia. 
(2) Kothing in this .\ct shall be deemed to require the con-
currence of the Parliament or GO\·ernment of the Common-
wealth of Australia in any Ja,,- made by the Parliament of the 
United Kingdom with respect to any matter ,,-ithin the auth-
ority of the States of Australia. not being a matter ,,·ithin the 
authority of the Parliament or GO\·ernment of the Common-
wealth of Australia, in any case where it would ha,-e been in 
accordance with the constitutional practice existing before the 
commencement of this Act that the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom should make that Jaw without such concurrence. 
( 3) In the application of this .-\ct to the Commonwealth of 
Australia, the request and consent referred to in section four 
shaH mean the request and consent of the Parliament and 
Government of the Conunonwealth. 
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ft~~t:Jgts!';;t 1 0 .-( 1) None of the following sections of this Act, that 
not to apply is to say, sections two, three, four, five and six, shall extend to 
to Australia, D . . . h h" · 1" f h 1 f New zea- a omm10n to whtc t IS section app tes as part o t e aw o 
land or h D . . 1 I . . d d b h p )" Newfound- t at omm10n un css t 1at sectiOn IS a opte y t e ar tament 
~d~~t~d~ess of the Dominion, and any Act of that Parliament adopting any 
section of this Act may provide that the adoption shall have 
effect either from the commencement of this Act or from such 
later date as is specified in the adopting Act. 
(2) The Parliament of any such Dominion as aioresaid may 
at any time revoke the adoption of any section referred to in 
subsection ( 1) of this section. 
( 3) The Dominions to which this section applies are the 
Commonwealth of Australia, the Dominion of New Zealand 
and Newfoundland. 
Mcea1ntng of 11. Totwithstanding anything in The Interpretation Act, " o ony" In future Acts. 1889, the expression "Colony" shall not, in any Act of the 
t~cf' ~363. Parliament of the United Kingdom passed after the commence-
ment of this Act, include a Dominion or any Province or State 
forming part of a Dominion. 
Short uue. 12. This Act may be cited as the Statute of \Vestminster, 
1931. 
f:r\oTE: For agreements between the Dominion of Canada 
and the Provinces of Ontario and Ma11itoba. respecting the con-
trol and conservation of Lake of the Woods and Lac Seul, sec 
The B1·itish North America Act, 1930, being chapter 26, 20-21 
Ceo. V. (Imp.), Tire Lake of tire Woods Co11trol Board Act, 
being chapter 21 of the Statttles of Ontario, 1922, The Lac Setd 
Co11scrvation Act, being chapter 12 of tlte Statutes of Ontario, 
1928, and The Lac Seul Conservation Act, being chapter 32 of 
the Statutes of Canada, 1928.] 
